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DESCR!BEJ?E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

_ composed of six bays laid in Flemish bond. The entry is located in

%The east, or front, facade of the brick Augustine Beach Hotel is

the right center bay and is covered,fas is the rest of the first floox,
by a hip-roofed porch extending along the front facade. Two dormers
pierce the roof, and a chimney is located on the ridge line between

the two south bays.%

The south facade is composed of three bays, and also is laid in
Flemish bond. A center door renders the composition symmetrical and
gives access to a hallway, which the south end rooms adjoin. Interion
detailing includes blank corner blocks and paneled recesses beneath
the window sills,

Two dormers mark the west facade, which is laid in common bond.
The left center bay lacks fenestration on either floor. A five bay,
shed-roofed brick dependency, also laid in common bond, has been
joined to the hotel through the west facade by a more recent addition.

To the common~bond north facade a lower frame structure has been
added, extending the porch line of the east facade. The north facade

of the addition is composed of three low-pitch gables,
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At the turn of the century, the Augustinexéégéyzﬁg; 1\dght easily

have been the site of a Wilmington or Philadelphia family's summer
excursion. A steamer made the daily run to "The Piers'", as the spot
was known locally. The THOMAS CLYDE stopped at Augustine Beach,
and PILOT BOY and ARIEL probably served the Beach as well, on their
regular trips to Woodland Beach, at Bombay Hook, farther south.
Augustine Beach Hotel was probably built iﬂ i§14, but its peak
period spanned the years between 1870 and 1920, Visitors from every
state in the Union signed its register between 1887 and 1915,

The Hotel derives its name from one of the most colorful of

Delaware's early inhabitants. Had Augustine Herrman's plans succeeded,

Delaware might have been his family's feudal manor. Born in Prague
in 1621, Herrman journeyed to New Amsterdam, where he worked as a

trader, in the employ of the West India Company. His estate in

New York prospered, but a colonial crisis offered him a new opportunilty

elsewhere.Herrman and his surveying skills lay between rival claims
of the Dutch and the English to lands east of Maryland.

The Calvert assumptions rested on a charter granted by Charles T

in 1632, but Stuyvesant countered with a Dutch claim. Augustine Herrman

undertook a diplomatic mission to the Maryland government. He offereld
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to draw a map of Maryland for Calvert, but asked in return for the gift
of a manor. His interests apparently were not wholly bound up with
those of the Dutch. In 1660, he received twenty thousand acres in
Cecil County, Maryland, and New Castle County, Delaware from the Calverts$.
A year later he moved to Bohemia Manor, newly named for the land of his
birth., Some rumors attributed Herrman's removal to the fact that he won
a woman whom Stuyvesant was also courting. Afterwards, the Dutch colony
was not a pleasant place for him.

When Augustine Herrman died in 1686, the title to the manor passed
to Ephriam, his oldest son, just as he wished. Casparus Herrman, anothey
son, was the third bearer of title to the manor. Belo% Port Penn on the
Delaware, at St. Augustine, Casparus built a house on land in Augustine
Ménor for Wwhich he had a patent from the government at New Castle.

Two hundred years later, bathers and picnickers paid thirty cents
to travel by steamer from Wilmington to the site of Herrman's manor house
According to a Wilmington Steamboat Company advertisement in 1888, picnig¢
tables were set in an "elegant grove." Vacationers continued to come
until {he 1920's, when the THOMAS CLYDE made a last run to the Beach.
The Hotel and surrounding facilities fell into disrepair. Recently, how¢ver,
a wstate boat 1aunchfwéggﬁﬁii%;\and Augustine Beach has attracted

crowds once again.
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